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SUBJECT: NEW BRITISH WHITE PAPER ON NI: DUBLIN REACTION 

1. DUBLIN PAPERS MORNING OF JULY 5 CARRY TEXT OF NEW BRITISH 
WHITE PAPER ON NI. ON PREVIOUS EVENING, GOI SOCIAL CONTACT 
GAVE US FOLLOWING INITIAL REACTION, WHICH MAY BE SUBJECT TO 
SOME MODIFICATION AFTER FURTHER STUDY. 

A. WHITE PAPER PROVIDES FOR ELECTION OF NI CONSTITU- 
TIONAL CONVENTION, BUT DATE WILL PROBABLY BE LATE 1974 
AT EARLIEST. EXCEPT FOR CHAIRMAN, CONVENTION WILL BE 
COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF ELECTED NI REPRESENTATIVES, GETTING 
AROUND CRITICISM THAT PREVIOUS ATTEMPT AT POLITICAL SOLUTION 
WAS IMPOSED BY LONDON. THIS IS BASICALLY WHAT GOI HAD FORE- 
SEE AND CONSIDERED BEST SCENARIO FOR NEW ELECTIONS (SEE 
DUBLIN 0800). 

B. GOI ENTIRELY APPROVES OF WHITE PAPER'S INSITENCE THAT 
ANY POLITICAL SOLUTION BE BASED ON POWER-SHARING BETWEEN 
PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC COMMUNITIES. THIS HAS BEEN TAKEN 
FOR GRANTED, BUT IT IS MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN POLITICAL 
PROGRESS. 
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C. IRISH DIMENSION IS EXPLICITY MENTIONED, BUT GOI FEARS THAT 
EMPHASIS ON IT HAD BEEN REDUCED A LITTLE TOO FAR. 

D. WHITE PAPER MAKES IMPLICIT THREATS TO CUT OFF BRITISH 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT IF PROTESTANT COMMUNITY REFUSES TO ALLOW 
SHARE OF REAL POWER TO CATHOLICS. GOI AGREES, ALTHOUGH SUCH 
THREATS MUST BE USED VERY CAUTIOUSLY. THIS WAS ALSO AN 
EXPECTED FEATURE OF WHITE PAPER. 

2. DUBLIN PAPERS ALSO RECEIVE WHITE PAPER REASONABLY WELL, ALTH- 
OUGH NOT WITH EXCITEMENT LIKE THAT AFTER EARLIER SUNNINGDALE AGR- 
EEMENT. (SOME PAPERS EVEN GIVE DAIL CONTRACEPTION DEBATE MORE 
PROMINENT COVERAGE.) GENERAL OPINION IS THAT NEW WHITE PAPER RET- 
AINS MOST GOOD FEATURES OF SUNNINGDALE AGREEMENT, WITH SOME CON- 
CESSIONS TO NI SECTOR WHICH HAS RECENTLY LOOKED MOST THREATENING 

— EXTREF.M PROTESTANTS. COMMENTATORS GENERALLY DETECT AN ELEMENT OF 
"GLOOM" AND "HAND-WRINGING" IN WHITE PAPER. MOST WRITERS CONCLUDE 
THAT THEY HAVE BEEN CORRECT IN ADDUMING THAT BRITISH INTEND EX- 
TRICATE THEMSELVES FROM NI AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

3. COMMENT: WHITE PAPER SEEMS TO US VERY SENSIBLE DOCUMENT, CLEAR- 
LY ON ONLY SANE PATH TO NI POLITICAL SOLUTION. MOST OTHER ALTER- 
NATIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH LESS DESIRABLE. LATEST WHITE PAPER 
IS CERTAINLY A LESS INSPIRING DOCUMENT THAN ITS PREDECESSORS, BUT 
THIS WAS INEVITABLE: THERE ARE NO MORE BRILLIANT NEW IREAS TO BE 
TRIED. MAIN INGREDIENTS OF SUNNINGDALE SOLUTION ARE RETAINED. WITH 
LUCK, WHITE PAPER COULD ALLOW COOLING-OFF PERIOD OF A LEAST 
SEVERAL MONTHS, BUYING TIME FOR THE SORT OF ATTITUDE CHANGE WHICH 
IS MOST ESSENTIAL NEED IN ANY NI SULUTION. 
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